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CONSERVATION PLEDGE
I GIVE MY PLEDGE AS AN AMERICAN
TO SAVE AND FAITHFULLY DEFEND
FROM WASTE, THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF MY COUNTRY, IT’S AIR,
SOIL AND MINERALS, IT’S FORESTS,
WATERS AND WILDLIFE.

The Tattered Feather
President’s Corner December 2005

December 2005
by Ben Pfefferle

PLAID SHIRT NIGHT was held November 5th. It was an excellent event.
With the exception of the power outage we had for about an hour and a
half, everything went very well. Everyone was running around with flash
lights while the power was out, but a good natured attitude maintained
by
most of the people attending, kept the evening a festive adventure. This
was definitely one to remember. A big thanks to Great Lakes Energy
crews for replacing the transformer that blew out on a Saturday evening, in a rain storm, in
an hour and a half, from call to finish. Also, thanks to the cooks who maintained their cool
and thanks to the fact we cook with gas which allowed the dinner to finish cooking while the
power was out. The new addition and bathrooms looked and worked out great. Everyone
seemed quite content that they could actually get up from their tables and move around freely.
The raffle items were outstanding and there were a lot of nice door prizes also. The food out of
the kitchen by Jack Thiel and his crew was delicious and plentiful. It doesn’t get a whole lot
better than that. Outstanding job by Ryan Kieszkowski and his support crew. Ryan just flew
his maiden voyage with Plaid Shirt Night and did it well.
ELECTIONS OF CLUB OFFICERS Annual elections for the Fin & Feather Club will be at the
December 14th meeting. With the exception of 5 Board of Director members, all positions are
opened to be filled. If your interested in participating, please contact Nita or Bruce Finch as
they will be actively recruiting nominees for the various offices. NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
We need new blood and new ideas. If you don’t like what you see happening, then this is the
way you go about changing things.
VOLUNTEERS we’re always looking for a few good people. If you’re even slightly interested in
helping out, please call or e-mail me with your interest and we’ll try to match you up.
KITCHEN STAFF We have a new head of the kitchen who will be taking over after the first.
Her name is Arlene Wierda and her husband Ted will be helping her. She will need help especially for clean up. Please let me know if you’re interested or contact Arlene.
BUILDING AND GROUNDS Bill Olsen and Jim Kieskowski will be taking over Building and
Grounds. As always, additional help would be appreciated. Let me know if you’re interested.
REMODELING PROJECT The new addition and bathrooms are 99% complete. There are a
couple of outside and inside items to be dealt with for 100% completion. The outside items
may have to wait till spring. The project was completed on time and within budget as promised.
MEMBER OF THE YEAR I’m looking for nominations for Club “Member of the Year”. Please
submit nominations in writing with a brief explanation of why you think the individual is deserving of the honor. Send to our PO Box or e-mail to me.
Gotta go, see you round the club,

The Pres
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Founding Charter Friends of Fin &

Friends of Fin

Mason Co Fruit Packers
JR, DDS

& Feather

Feather:
Sid McKnight

Friends of Fin & Feather:
Jim Claire-JC Marine

Magee Insurance

Maclean Construction

DGM Services

Villadsen-Knizacky Insurance Agency

Mike Greenslait, DO

Country Veterinary Clinic, PC

Sanders Meat Packing, Inc

Ludington Beverage

Mason Co Walleye Assoc

Clingan/Irvine

Veterinary Medical Center

Duneside Auto Glass

Acres Co-Op

Phil Landis-Bob’s Roofing

Pioneer Party Store

James Storm

Legends Taxidermy

Judge Peter Wadel

Zimmer Trucking

Constructive Sheet Metal, Inc

In Memory of Gordon B Erickson

Cox’s Sales & Service

James Holzbach

Ted Towl & Family

Bay Pointe Construction Services

Walters Fisheries

Ron Pehrson-Centennial Screen Printing

Oak Grove Cremation & Funeral Home

Ben Pfefferle-Ben’s Construction, LLC

Dusty’s Auto Body & Detail

In Memory of Harmon Deadeye Deal

Bob & Sandy Ferney

Doug & Diane Chaffin

Lakeshore Timberworks, LLC
Clayton M (Bug) Spencer

We would like to welcome Doug and Diane Chaffin from Newport, MI as new "Friends" of
Fin & Feather. Doug and Diane have a second home in Baldwin and are members of the Fin &
Feather Club. They became new Friends on Plaid Shirt Night 2005. When Doug and Diane lived
in Hart five years ago, Doug worked for Huntington Bank. Doug now works for Monroe Bank and
Trust. ALSO, welcome, Marcy Spencer-Knowles in memory of her father, Clayton M. (Bug)
Spencer, on becoming a Friend of Fin & Feather. As you all probably know, "Bug" has been a
member of Fin & Feather for years and was an avid hunter. We do miss him. Thank you Marcy
for donating in memory of your father.
The Friends Program helps to assist the club in conservation and education programs that
otherwise couldn’t be accomplished by regular club finances. The Friends Program are private
citizens and business owners who donate $200 annually. I would like encourage current Fin &
Feather members to think of just one (1) person that may have an interest in becoming a
FRIENDS member and e-mail or call me with this friendly lead. Working as a team can make a
difference . Contact Ingrid Wadel in care of the Fin & Feather Club, PO Box 402, Ludington, MI
49431 or call (231) 898-2578 or by e-mail “iwadel@carrinter.net”. Thank you.
Ingrid, Friends Chairman

The Quarterly Board of Director Meetings:

THERE WILL BE A BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING DECEMBER 7TH,
WEDNESDAY AT 7:00 PM. MONEY
MATTERS AND PRELIMINARY BUDGET
FOR THE YEAR 2006 IS ON THE
AGENDA.

DECEMBER 7, 2005
JANUARY 4, 2006
The Board meetings are subject to change,,
watch for rescheduling in the Tattered Feather.
The board meetings are open to all interested
club members. The meetings will begin at 7:00
PM
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Big Game Award Night:
Big Game Award Night will be held Saturday, February 4, 2006. Last
year was the first this concept was used and everyone liked it as we received
good feedback. With the addition to the club house, we will be able to display
more big game heads. We’re planning on having outstanding raffle items, another live auction, and another great woman’s get-away package. One of the
highlights of the evening, will be a black bear hunt donated by Lorraine Wilson of Wilson’s Trading Post Outfitters. This will be an outstanding hunt
with lodging, and food provided. This hunt is for one person with your choice
of weapons.
We are inviting everyone to bring their trophy's, weather it be deer,
bear, elk, caribou, or what ever, so time permitting, they can be scored and admired by the people attending this event. Tickets will go on sale at the December meeting, December 14th. 200
tickets will be sold at $35.00 per person. They usually go very fast, so don’t wait till the last minute to get yours or you might be disappointed.
We’ll be contacting last years committee members to get plans underway. There will be a
meeting at the club house, Monday, December 12th at 7:00 PM. If you’re interested in helping
with this great event, contact Bruce or Nita Finch (231) 464-5742 or e-mail
“bearladyone@hotmail.com”

OUTSTANDING FIN & FEATHER CLUB MEMBER FOR 2005
Every year the Fin & Feather Club awards to a club member the honor of being the Outstanding
Club Member of the year. This award is given to a member who shows outstanding devotion to the club
and has devoted his/her time, talents and expertise to the club in an unselfish manner beyond the normal. To nominate someone, write down their name and a brief paragraph why you feel they deserve
this honor and send it or give it to President Ben Pfefferle, PO Box 402, Ludington, MI 49431. At the
Board of Directors meeting in December, the nominee will be voted on and the Outstanding Club Member will be announced at the January 11, 2006 club meeting. I know there are a lot of deserving people
out there that need to be recognized for their dedication to the Fin & Feather, so get your pencils out
and get that name in.

NEXT FIN & FEATHER CUB MEETING:

Fin & Feather Club Membership:

The next club meeting will be
held Wednesday, December 14th. Dinner will be served at 6:00 PM. Cost is
still $7.00 for a dinner with all the fixings. Please call for reservations 231757-4234.

The first and second mailing for renewals for
the year 2006 have been sent out. The dues are
the same as last year. If you have not received one,
there is a copy of the renewal form in this newsletter. (page 12) Fill it out and enclose the proper
dues amount and mail to the Membership Secretary, Nita Finch, 9441 North Darr Road, FreeSoil,
MI 49411.
If any member hasn’t become a member of MUCC, contact the Editor (Nita Finch) and
for $18 a year, you can become a member and receive the Michigan Outdoors Magazine. If you
have signed up as a member and haven’t received
your magazine, contact the Editor (231 464-5742).
Sign up today and support this organization that
is and has been such a constructive force in Michigan’s natural resource management.

Speakers will be Judge Pete
Wadel and Bruce and Nita Finch.
Judge Wadel will be speaking on Judge
stuff, Bruce and Nita will be speaking
on fishing and hunting stuff.
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GORDON GROSSENBACHER

YOU ARE THE N.R.A.
Our club will receive $10 for every new NRA member and $5 for every member
that renews through our club. Another advantage of joining or renewing
through our Fin & Feather Club is the reduced rate of $25, which is a savings
of $10 off the regular $35 individual rate. THIS IS A WIN, WIN SITUATION.
Women who join get additional publications such as “Women on target” and
“Women of the NRA”.
Please send your check for $25 payable to “NRA” and include your full
name, address, phone number and date of birth. Renewing members also include your current NRA I.D. #. Also, indicate which magazine you want sent as part of your
membership: 1) Americas 1st Freedom 2) Women’s Outlook. 3) American Rifleman 4) American Hunter.
American Express, Visa, MC, and Discover Credit cards are also accepted. Mail to:
Gordon Grossenbacher
6977 Partridge Circle
Ludington, MI 49431
If you would like a receipt, also include a stamped, self addressed envelope.
Please contact Gordon Grossenbacher at “gordongr@myway.com” or call 231-843-9471 if you
have any questions.
N.R.A. NOTES……
DO THE MATH…. Arguably, the NRA is one of the most powerful lobbies in state and national politics. What makes it so is pure and simple—Numbers. Numbers of voters to be more
specific. The only way that we can protect what we now have and to pass new laws to further
protect our rights and freedoms, is to add each and every one of us to their roster. Numbers
equate to power. Michigan and a few other states are trying to take Florida's lead in the “Castle
Doctrine” law. Just passed by Florida, this law makes CPL holders exempt from prosecution
and lawsuits by the criminals. It also has a much broader interpretation of where we can defend ourselves, negating the “run away first” mandate. (I’ll try and keep a close eye on how this
is going). FOR LESS THAN 7 CENTS PER DAY, you can become a member and receive A
FREE shooting cap, great magazine, discount on rental cars, motels and much more. All of
this and a 24-7 watchdog for your rights—Numbers we can live with. Join or renew today..

TRAP & SKEET REPORT
Trap and Skeet shooters take notice! Schedule changed for December! In response to a survey taken earlier in the year we are going to
try a revised schedule for trap and skeet. Starting Saturday, December 3,
trap and skeet will be held on Saturday mornings from 9:30 to noon. There
will be no trap or skeet shooting on Sunday. The ranges will continue to
be open Tuesday evenings, skeet at 5:30 and trap at 6:30. This is an experiment and we will decide whether to make the change permanent or not
based on the response we receive. If you can't make it out to the range but would like to make
your desires known contact Tom Sheppardson at 231-757-3829 or e-mail to:
tom@sheppardson.com.
Trophies for the club trap and skeet championships will be awarded at the next club
meeting on Dec. 14.
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Fin & Feather Leadership 2005
President :

Ben Pfefferle

843-9575

Directors:

E-mail Fraden3@chartermi.net

Darlene Kondracki (term ends 2006)

1st VP: Bruce Krieger

Roger Langejans

(term ends 2006)

Randy Wolfe

(term ends 2006)

Dave Bourdage

(term ends 2006)

Vance Henretty

(term ends 2006)

Walt Olmstead

(term ends 2007)

e-mail: rjcummins@charter.net

George Smith

(term ends 2007)

Membership Sec : Nita Finch 464-5742

Russ Bosley

(term ends 2007)

e-mail: bearladyone@hotmail.com

Corky Jensen

(term ends 2007)

757-2279

E-mail: bfkreiger@yahoo.com
Paul Irvine

2nd VP:

Karen Shineldecker

Recording Sec:

JoAnne Cummins

Treasurer:

MUCC Delegate:

Wayne Andersen

843-1070

843-9216

843-4618

Jeff Langejans

(term ends 2007)

e-mail: andersen@mishoreline.com

Upcoming 2006 Club Office Elections :
At the December club meeting the club members will vote on the following positions: President,
1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary,
and 5 Directors.
The 5 directors whose term expires is Darlene Kondracki, Roger Langejans, Randy Wolfe, Dave Bourdage,
and Vance Henretty.
If you’re going to attend at least one club meeting for the year, this is the one that you should attend, as your vote is important in determining who will represent your club. Step up and help your club
out by offering to run for one of these positions. It doesn’t take much effort or knowledge to assume one of
these positions, just a desire to keep the Fin & Feather Club operating. If interested in running for one of
the above positions, contact one of the Club Election committee members to volunteer your name. Bruce or
Nita Finch (464-5742) or Darlene Kondracki ( 462-3974). Nominations will also be taken form the floor at
the December club meeting. The club’s future is up to you.

Fin & Feather 2005 Committee Chairmen:
Trap & Skeet/Pistol/Big & Small Bore ——Tom Sheppardson

Hunters Safety

E-mail: tom@sheppardson.com

E-mail: fkoehle@t-one.net

Friends

Gun A Month

___ Ingrid Wadel

E-mail: iwadel@arrinter.net
NRA

—-Frank Koehle
___

Roger Langejans
Jeff Langejans

——Gordon Grossenabcher

Conservation —– Marv Hanna

E-mail: gordongr@myway.com

Scholarship Committee --Bruce Krieger

Kitchen

E-mail: bfkreiger@yahoo.com

—— Jack Thiel

Blds & grounds
MUCC

——-Bill Olsen & Jim Kieskowski

______Wayne Andersen

E-mail: wolmstead@triton.net

E-mail: Andersen@mishoreline.com
Archery

CPL —— Walt Olmstead/Ben Pfefferle
fraden3@chartermi.net

—–Randy Wolfe

Plaid Shirt Night — Ryan Kieszowski

Tracks Magazine —–Walt Olmstead

Ray Cummins

E-mail: wolmstead@triton.net

Big Game Award Night -Bruce & Nita Finch

MUCC Camp———Rick & Cindy Gleason

E-mail: bearladyone@hotmail.com
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Plaid Shirt Night 2005
The annual Plaid Shirt Night banquet held on November 5, 2005 at the Fin and Feather
Clubhouse was one of our best Plaid Shirt Nights. Even though we lost power for an hour and a
half, everyone had a wonderful time (Thanks everyone for being patience until the power was restored).
I would like to thank the following individuals and businesses for there continued support
of Plaid Shirt Night:
Rick Gleason – Gleason Pheasant Farm

Bill Greenslate

Little River Casino & Resort

George Shrink

Gander Mountain

Lakeshore Beverage Company

Legends Taxidermy

Joe Baxter - Magee Insurance

Emily Riggs

Gundberg’s Appliance Center

Erin Doan – State Farm Insurance

Greenridge Reality

Bob Snyder – Snyder Insurance

McCormick Sawmill

Dr. Lewis Squires

Dr. William Ingle

Wayne Walls – Dune Side Auto Glass

Joe Oleniczak – Forest Trail Guns

Richard Dust – Dusty Autobody & Detail
Ryan & Jim Kieszkowski – Oak Grove Funeral Home & Cremation Center
Without the continued support of our local businesses, Plaid Shirt Night would not be as
successful as it has been. On behalf of the Fin & Feather Clubs members, thank you to everyone
who helped make Plaid Shirt Night such a huge success.
Remember to mark your calendar for Plaid Shirt Night 2006, which will be held on Saturday November 4, 2006. Once again thanks to the many volunteer and donors who help make
this event successful.
Thank you
Ryan Kieszkowski
Plaid Shirt Night Chairperson
231-845-9898

Fin & Feather Club decals are still available
for a donation of $1.50
each. They look great
on your vehicles. Also
club patches available
for a donation of $3.50
To get yours, contact
the Editor, Nita Finch
or President, Ben Pfefferle.

Hunters
Safety by
Frank
Koehle
The next
Hunters
Safety class
will be in late
March or April. There will be an
instructors required seminar in
February. Watch the January
newsletter for time and place.
Page 7

The Tattered Feather
The Editors Corner

December 2005
by Nita Finch

I have heard mixed results on the 2005 deer season. Some people seemed
to have had a pretty good season, but the majority of the people that I have
talked to have found the deer very sparse. We fall into the last group. Our season was probably the worst that we have had since we brought the Finch property. Deer numbers are down drastically.
The club house addition and the new bathrooms are really great. Any
members who haven’t seen our new addition should try to get out to a
meeting or a clubfunction so they can see how the club has progressed.
This is not an advertisement only a notice that Bruce and I are now the official booking
agents for “Wilson’s Trading Post Outfitters” in White River, Ontario, Canada. We will be booking
winter wolf hunts, bear hunts, moose hunts and fishing trips.
Hope the “snow birds” have a healthy, snow free winter, and the ones that are left snowbound (ME) enjoy your holidays and have a healthy winter.
FIN & FEATHER CLUB IS NOW ON THE WEB-SITE…. Go to
“www.finandfeatherclub.com” to check out the web-site. A big thank you goes out to Deb Hanna
for keeping the web site up to date and for making any and all corrections. We will be working to
get any bugs out and to add to the web-site. Any suggestions how we can better the site, contact
me. The Tattered Feather is available on the web-site, after the first of the year, if you wish the
Tattered Feather not delivered to your home and want to just receive it on the web-site, please
contact me, as the savings and postage will help your clubs budget (postage is going up the first
of 2006)
Nita Finch

e-mail “bearladyone@hotmail.com”

GUN A MONTH RAFFLE
300 tickets sold. You need not be present to win. Your ticket is eligible for each gun
drawing.
Dates & Prizes:
October 12, 2005

May 10, 2006

Weatherby Vanguard-300 WSM

Mossberg 935 Auto.-12 Ga

Russell Scott, Custer
November 5, 2005

June 14, 2006

Charles Daly Mauser-308 Win.

Ruger 77RMK-.204

December 14, 2005

July 12, 2006

Remington Spartan-20 Ga. Dbl.
WSM

Winchester Super Shadow-7mm

January 11, 2006

August 9, 2006

Savage Weather Warrior-300 Win. Mag

Savage Acc-Trigger-300WSM

February 8, 2006

September 13, 2006

Browning BPS Hunter-12 Ga

Remington Spartan 310-12 Ga O/U

March 8, 2006
T/C Omega Black Powder-50 Cal.
April 12, 2006
Remington 710-30.06
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THIS SPACE IS RESERVED FOR
YOUR DEER PHOTOS. PLEASE
SEND OR E-MAIL THEM TO THE
EDITOR.

John Shears with his Gordon Setter “Walley”
and a days limit of North Dakota pheasants

Rick Tarnowski
with his Michigan
bear that he harvested September
17th at 7:45 PM
with his bow. Live
weight was 251
pounds. Rick took
the bear in Ontonagon County
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Doug Leafstrand just returned
from a Colorado Elk hunt with
his son Tim. He said he seen a
lot of elk but the elk was on private property and only 1/2 mile
from where they were hunting,
so they didn’t get a shot. The
elk would not come into his
area. The photos are deer that
would come to his son’s back
yard for a daily hand out in
Ridgeway, Colorado. The deer
would come right on the deck for
an apple or an orange and would
let you rub his neck. Thanks to
Doug for sharing these photos.
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The Trading Post
FOR SALE
——-Fish shanty, plastic sled bottom with custom made insulated collapsible top,
$100, Call Bob at 757-2999.
—- Ithaca model 37 12 GA feather light 3” chamber, like new, shot less than 100
rounds, $400.
Call Frank Fraquelli 464-5379
_____ E.M.F. Hartford Mod. 92 lever action 44/40 / case hard receiver / blued 24” oct
barrel. / crescent butt plate / W & E adj. Marbles tang sgt./Excellent cond. $275 Call
David 231 843-1665
——- Rossi mod 92 lever action 44 mag. Blued 20” barrel/excellent cond. $200. Call
David 231– 845-1665
——-Duo-therm RV air conditioner, like new $375
Belgium browning A-5 LT 12, 28” VR mod, excellent condition $750
Beretta al 391, urica gold 12 ga Ducks Unlimited special 28”, new in hard case $895
Call Hank (231) 843-1712
—— Clearwater compound bow 28 1/2” draw, arrows/quiver/stabilizer bar $285
Remington 870 pump 20 GA $190

Call Cliff at 757-9244

_____Savage 720 shot gun, semi-automatic, 12 ga, older gun

$200, Call Robert Haup 757-9687

——-Johnny Stewart Wildlife Calling System with carrying case, complete with tapes for coyote and crow hunting,
excellent condition, $75. Contact Wayne Andersen 231-843-4618 or “andersen@mishoreline.com”
—-Nearly new 2-wheel trailer, 4X6 with expanded metal, wood sides, spare tire & wheel, $300 Call Bruce 464-5742
LOOKING TO BUY:
——— Used “pontoon-boat trailer for a 16’ to 18’ pontoon boat”. Call Don Blalock 845-1481 or e-mail
“dcblalock@charter.net”
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DECEMBER
1

Bowhunting season opens again (zones 1,2,3), Grouse season resumes (zones 2,3), Pheasant season opens (zone 3), trapping season opens

2

Deer muzzleloading season opens (zone1)

3

Trap & Skeet range open

6

Trap shooting 5:30, Skeet shooting 6:30, club grounds

9:30 –Noon, club grounds

6

Special Elk season opens by permits

7

Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM, clubhouse

9

Deer muzzleloading season opens (zone 2,3)

10 Trap & Skeet range shooting

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

9:30 –Noon, club grounds

11 Deer muzzleloading season ends (zone 1)
13 Trap shooting 5:30, Skeet shooting 6:30, club grounds
13 Special elk season ends
14 Fin & Feather Club meeting 7:00 PM, club house
17 Trap & Skeet range shooting

9:30 –Noon, club grounds

18 Deer muzzleloading season ends (zones 2,3)
20 Trap shooting 5:30, Skeet shooting 6:30, club grounds
21 Winter begins
22 Late firearm deer season opens (private land and permit only)
24 Trap & Skeet range shooting

9:30 –Noon, club grounds

25 Christmas
27 Trap shooting 5:30, Skeet shooting 6:30, club grounds

31 Trap & Skeet range shooting
31 New Year’s Eve

9:30 –Noon, club grounds

